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As you know, today’s gospel reading ends at v. 45; yet there is more to the story in this 

chapter; and it is the part that continues to trace the path to the cross.  When Jesus 

brought Lazarus back from death, commanding him to come out of the tomb, many came 

to believe; yet this became more evidence against Jesus.  Like last week’s healing of the 

man born blind, instead of giving glory to God, there are a number of people who are 

frightened by such power, especially those who think they have power, and who see 

Jesus’ signs as a clear threat to the positions they hold over others.  If you peek ahead to 

the next chapter, you will read that the leaders even plot to get rid of Lazarus, too—

because he is an inconvenient proof.   

Besides being an account that is unique to John’s gospel, this story is also quite personal, 

because it involves the illness and death of someone who is very close to Jesus. That 

makes it even more difficult to read that Jesus stayed away for two more days before 

deciding to go to Judea; and that seems like a cruel thing to put his friends through. While 

Jesus begins to reveal that there is something greater going on, I suspect it is confusing 

and troubling to the disciples who are not so sure that this would be a miracle Jesus can 

pull off.   

When Jesus finally arrives, he is greeted by a disappointed Mary and Martha who each 

say to Jesus: “Lord, if only you had been here my brother would not have died.” There is 

so much emotion in those words, and among the mourners, that Jesus himself is drawn in. 

John’s gospel tells us “Jesus began to weep.” Those words are somewhat troubling.  In 

the church we profess that Jesus is both fully God and fully human; and I think the very 

humanity of Jesus is being tested in this moment.  He very well might have been asking 

himself, “Was it really necessary that I had to stay and wait two more days before coming 

back to my friends?” “How could I put them through this?” and quite possibly, “Will I 

really be able to bring him back from death? What happens if this doesn’t work?”   

I can only guess at these things. I wasn’t there, and I am not Jesus.  But we begin to 

wonder about what was going through Jesus’ mind; and how there had to be some 

moments in Jesus’ ministry that were almost too difficult—even for God Incarnate. 

While it seems that Jesus is almost toying with his friends by making them go through the 

heartache of Lazarus dying, this might well have been the only way to get the point 

across that God has power over life and death.   

Healing an illness would not have been that noteworthy.  Jesus did so many signs and 

wonders that they were too many to include in the gospels telling his story.  But a 

resuscitation from death is real news, powerful news, Good News. While it sets the stage 

for the last act that we will celebrate in just a few weeks, it was, for the moment, a 

dangerous thing.  Jesus became a marked man. And that was leading to another even 

more torturous event for Jesus, his friends, and his family.  

Yet, only after we’ve experienced darkness are we able to fully appreciate the light.  And 

if resurrection is to happen and new life be fully appreciated, then the old life has to go. 

In our baptism, we recall that we die to sin in order to be born to new life. The waters 



signify a drowning, the snuffing out of the old life, before the new life happens. Yes, it is 

a theology the church has developed and come to proclaim over the years. But more than 

that, as we recall the promises of baptism and re-trace the sign of the cross made on our 

foreheads long ago, we go through a “dress rehearsal” for God’s ultimate welcome in the 

life to come.  Death becomes the gate to eternal life.  As we move through these last 

weeks of the Lenten journey, the story becomes more up-close and personal.  Just as the 

sting of death became so intense for Jesus and his friends on that day long ago in 

Bethany, the victory of God’s power over death and the grave will become more apparent 

(and more intimate) as we see the Jesus story to its conclusion as the stone to another 

tomb is rolled away, and the grave cloths are left behind.  Amen. 

 

 


